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Dear Margaret 

SCRUTINY OF DRAFT BUDGET 2014-15 

The Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee agreed its approach 
to its budget scrutiny at its meeting on 11 September 2013.   

During its discussions Claudia Beamish MSP highlighted the importance of the 
Scottish Government making appropriate financial provision to ensure the needs of 
people with disabilities in the rural and remote areas of Scotland are met. The 
Committee agreed on the importance of this and has undertaken to scrutinise the 
issue where it falls under its own remit and budget lines.  For example the 
Committee has agreed to focus on rural broadband provision and to consider the 
benefits this may have for people with disabilities in relation to accessing information 
and health advice. The Committee will also consider how the budget supports the 
Scottish Governments targets in relation to people accessing and enjoying the 
outdoors. 

The Committee is pleased to note that the Equal Opportunities Committee has 
agreed to emphasise issues relating to disability in its own scrutiny of the budget this 
year. I am writing to you on behalf of the Committee to ask that you give 
consideration to including the issue of disability in rural areas as part of your overall 
budget scrutiny. 

The Committee is particularly interested to find out more information in relation to 
what proportion of the Scottish Government’s budget is available to meet the needs 
of people with disabilities in rural and remote areas in relation to accessing 
education, employment, health care provision and suitable means of transport. 
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Yours sincerely 

 

Rob Gibson MSP 
Convener 


